Note the improved farm house, and most of the land converted to pasture. But also note the red cedar and two tall white pines at left, fated to endow much of this landscape with their progeny. The sign withstood the Hurricane of 1938, but many of the large old trees in the Tom Swamp tract did not. The distinctive "pit and mound" topography left by this storm is still visible in many forests in southern New England. Although this stand was labeled "old growth," the sign suggests that it had been high-graded in the nineteenth century. A quickened pace of land protection will be needed to protect half the forest in Massachusetts over the next several decades. The "Wildlands and Woodlands"
proposal calls for 10 percent of the protected forest to be set aside in large wild reserves, while the balance is managed in diverse ways for a wide range of social and ecological benefits.
vegetables followed the same generally downward path after peaking in the early They fell back to a more balanced ecological position, but only with the aid of cheap grain being mined from soils in the Midwest-a harbinger of the economic forces that would crush them in the twentieth century. 
